[Renin-angiotensin system and heart failure].
The local renin-angiotensin system in cardiac tissue has been demonstrated to be involved in the pathophysiology of cardiac hypertrophy and heart failure. Angiotensin II type 1(AT1) receptor stimulation leads to vasoconstriction, cell growth, oxidation, aldosterone release, and fibrosis. Recent evidence suggests that angiotensin II type 2(AT2) receptor exerts cardioprotective effects by counteracting against AT1 receptor. However, the role of AT2 receptor signaling in cardiac hypertrophy and fibrosis still remain controversial. This review focused on the accumulating evidence for the cardiac renin-angiotensin system in heart failure.